From the desk of Michael J. Henderson

For information purposes only

Councilmember Harry Thomas Jr.

Ward 5 Address

June 15, 2009

McKinley Technology High School

Opening Prayer Reverend Carpentey Michigan Park

Introduction of ANC CommissionersAngel Austin (5A); she
spoke about several projects (Fort Totten, Rl Avenue Stree
scape, and others; excited about working with the new Co
missioners as well; invite us to get active; spend countless
hours working with DDOT and other government agencies;
liam Shelton (5B): several neighborhoods including Brookla
they have a diverse and active Commission; getting a Papaf
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on a renaissance; he spoke about other highlights in his Com-

mission; Last summer Trinidad was hit hard by violence; taking proactive effort; please pray for the Joy-
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many thanks to those of you that provide information and input; improving quality of life at the

neighborhood level; SMD meetings, voluntary agreements, etc; regular public safety walks; mediation

of disputes; traffic calming measures and signs; sanitation; organizing cleanups; tree boxes planting;
residential inspections; etc; she read off a long list of contributions the Commissioners make; 7 of the 12
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beautification and repairs, etc; Commission looks forward to accomplishing even more

ANC Chairs came back to stagpplause)

Mark Jones; School Board presidenimaking a pledge and charge to
the Councilmember; shared a brief story about his family; he pledges
to never be disagreeable; it is our responsibility to brighten his days
when he has had bleak days and stand behind him and help him be

b 5 A strong so he ¢ an make the right decisions; keep fighting for Ward 5




Vincent Gray Council Chaig, asked for applause for
Councilmember Thomas; recognized Vincent Orange for-
mer Councilmember; said Harry is a wonderful Council-
member and his family is deeply rooted in this city; this is
SO \\/ard 5 nightapplause

| Reginald Lyonsg Intern ¢ we have people who are ready to
champion our Ward; we have such a person at the Ward 5
Council office; he works to build bridges with business; and
he works for our youth

Councilmember Harry Thomas. Japplause)he asked the folks from Trinidad to stand; also Fort Totten
folks should be recognizepwe were able to put Backus Junior High School in the budget; Recognized
Councilmember Phil Mendelssohapplause)recognized civic heads and residents (applause); Vincent
Orange (applause); he spoke about his family and their sacrifices; spoke to his son via cell at champion-
ship game; Councilmember Spalding (first one) (applause); city must have a soul; labor unions
(applause); Paul Wash-

ington started Ward 5

Council on Education and

Ray Zapata continues it

now; number one goal

has been outreach; has

sponsored 50 special

events this year alone; 5

staff members perished

in Brookland fire; there

are 35 public schools in

Ward 5; 19 public

schools, 15 charter

schools; Gallaudet Uni-

versity is here as well

(sign language ongoing);

applause; Seniors have

received transportation,

meals, property tax relief (applause for Gray and Mendelson);l new senior developments; street con-
struction on Benning Road; development must be called community development; block parties, health
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Ward 5; recognized MPD representative (applause): crime cameras, traffic calming measures, economic
development should be called community development; NC street and Rl avenue added as great streets
initiatives; green teams; libraries and rec centeevenings and weekends is when they should be open;
put aside 38 million n the budget (Langdon got 20 million and HT got one million for a



