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Edgewood Civic Association  
Monthly Meeting  
Monday, April 27 th, 2009 
McKinley Tech High School  
 
 
MPD PSA 501 Report - I entered at 7:20 pm and they were discuss-
ing Lionel Taylor (Director at Harry Thomas Recreation Center); crime 
is down in PSA 501 overall compared to this month last year; when 
the weather gets warm more people are hanging on the street; a resi-
dent asked why the playgrounds around her are not as nice as others 
around; Mike Clark said right now we need to focus on MPD and weôll 
come back to that later; Mary Farmer asked about a shooting at 118 U 
street; MPD said no arrest has been made yet; donôt know if itôs re-
lated to another beef thatôs going on; the investigation is ongoing; Mary F. asked if there are 
rookies on the streets; MPD said rookies are paired up with veterans so they can learn the 
ropes; there were cadets out (tan suits) as well; results of lights on U and Summit ï MPD said 
those lights will be there as a no tolerance strategy; it does make a difference 
 
Community Concerns  
Call 1-888-919-crime or text to 50411 to report crimes anonymously; also Mr. Clark has all the 
Lt.ôs of our PSA and you can get their names from him 
 
Discussion about Lionel Taylor being removed as Director of HTRC  
Commissioner Mary Farmer said she will write a letter to the mayor for Lionel and wants to 
know why this change had to take place; Mike Clark said he owes an explanation to the commu-
nity; a resident asked who is Lionel Taylor, and Mr. Clark explained that he is a long time direc-
tor at the Recreation Center he was replaced today by a new Director; 
Commissioner Wright said we could see an increase in the amount of robberies if we donôt have 
Lionel because he has institutional memory; we should put this out on the listserves both Edge-
wood and Eckington, Mary F. said you should just join a union; Fred Allen (Commissioner 
Farmerôs  husband and vice president of Edgewood Civic Association) said ña petition doesnôt 
hurt but may not have an impact for someone who lacks moral consciousness like our mayor 
and Iôll say that on the white house lawnò; another resident said you can write letters too; Fred 
A. said City Council can only control the budget; Rashidi C. (2nd vice president of the associa-

tion) said he saw the document but it was a form letter; they had scratched out one name and 

written in Mr. Taylorôs name; Mr. Taylor refused to sign the document and then someone in the 

office signed on as a witness that Lionel Taylor refused to sign the document; Friday at 4 is the 

hearing and we should all go down and testify; a resident asked who signed the letter or who is 

carrying out this task; whoever is in charge of making the decision is the person we should go 

and see first 

Marjorie Barnes (from Harry Thomas office) introduced herself; she is not sure the Council-

member is aware of all of the people that have been fired 

 

 



Cecilia Thomas and Roving Leaders ï advocacy program and 

mentoring for youth; they go into the public school system and try 

to get kids back into school; they also work directly with families to 

support and make strong; they have worked with guys that hang out 

on third street, and got them to form a team; we try to get them con-

nected to the Harry Thomas Recreation Center; finding a safe place 

for them to be; they service McKinley Tech; they service Dunbar; 

they handed out brochures; bottom line is mediation, violence pre-

vention and  intervention; also find them jobs; summer camp programs and show to the kids also 

so they can register; they actually have two summer camps of their own; career development, 

self esteem, etc; also have camp for kids ages 7-13 where they have recreation activities and self 

esteem building; also a fun wagon, and a movie night out; fun wagon is a mobile unit that brings 

games, block off the street, then let the kids play games; Hiawatha Perry is the contact person 

202-698-2250; last year they targeted some areas in particular maybe this year they can target 

areas in Edgewood/Eckington; Commissioner Grant asked if they also help kids work with com-

puters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lionel Taylor ï Director at Harry Thomas Recreation Center; 

over one thousand kids enrolled; any given day 200 kids in the 

building; history of the rec center ï community had it built; paid a 

dollar for one hundred years; Harry Thomas was vital to getting it 

built; later became MPC 11; then were at St. Martins Community 

Center and they had to move; were concerned the kids would not 

follow them; first times got kids from NW to get along with kids 

from NE; enrollment went from 500 to almost 1000 kids; cheerlead-

ing was a popular program; from there went to Roving Leaders where he worked for 10 years 

and became a trainer; then went back to community service; then went to HT Community Ser-

vice Center; crime was a big problem (two people were killed on the field); started locking the 

gate and then shared the field with several schools; thanks to everyone for supporting the kick 

boxing event last Saturday; programs on paper include: after school program 3:30-5:00; golf; 

lacrosse; track and field on Tuesdays 6:30-7:30; coed softball 7:30-9:00; T ball Mondays and 

Wednesdays; baseball; physical fitness program for adults; flag football; local team went to Flor-

ida and placed 2nd; also have athletic training ï all directors take the course (CPR, First Aid, etc); 

summer programs ï summer camp; NYSP at UDC; also have football, kick boxing, and several 

other sports; Lionel Taylor has fought Chuck Norris, and other important martial artists; also 

have water aerobics during the summer; and tackle football; they ñcreate, provide, and imple-

mentò programs at HTRC; some of these kids are preparing for Olympics; there is a national 

cheerleading team at HTRC; Fred Allen said Lionel also arranged dynamic fishing trips for the 

kids;  looking for a company that will take government POôs so they can continue the fishing 

trips 

 



Thomas Blanton ï Mid-Atlantic Regional Council of Carpen-

ters; Lionel Taylor was at the Langley Recreation Center when it 

was a shack but it was a good place for the kids to run to because 

he created a safe place for them; civic participation is vital; you 

have the right to speak or not speak; building the baseball sta-

dium meant 647 new DC hires; 262 DC residents earn while 

they learn; ( = apprenticeship); carpentersô union started a 6 

week summer program for training and learning; there was a 

project labor agreement; this year will be at Phelps 35-50 youth 

who will get paid; they learn small tools, get OSHA card; will build basic items like picnic ta-

bles; when kids register for the summer program they can indicate ñconstructionò; the result of 

training is getting a job; Fred A. said Vincent Orange put in the project labor agreement but  our 

current executiveé.Commissioner Wright asked what are the ages for apprenticeships ï Pre-

senter said 16-21; he also said they interviewed 200 people and selected 10; people will come in 

form NY to compete with our labor market; presenterôs point is that project labor agreements are 

vital to our DC residents; Mike Clark said he will invite employers to our May meeting because 

that meeting is dedicated to employment; May meeting will be third Monday (not the 4th); and 

probably at the HT Rec center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Opportunity  ï 1000-10,000 dollars; forming a grant committee; can benefit seniors and 

youth;  the association will get that information out to us 

 

Website ï the official website of the civic association is 

www.theedgewoodcivicassociationdc.org, whereas 

www.edgewooddc.org is maintained by Michael Henderson 

Timothy Clark said the associationôs site has 850 new views; 

and a few blogs are posted and articles; also links to local busi-

nesses and a chat system; if you have news please share it with 

Timothy his email is on the site; Mike Clark said there will be 

development plans posted to the site as well as how to contact 

the developers if you have a problem; also McMillan Reservoir 

information will be posted there; also 1811 3rd street is about to be torn down; then Mike C spoke 

at length about the DASH project ï he is not happy about how it came to our community 

 
) 



Upcoming Events 

Commissioner Wright ANC5C05 

Thanks to everyone for going on the walk through; Ward 5 cleanup 

up is on Saturday ï CSOSA helping; starting at 3rd and Seaton; Rap 

Inc is also helping; she has called in for the bulk trash; the Commis-

sioner handed out cards/flyers that showed exactly the time place 

and day of the clean up; she also spoke about a lack of activities and 

facilities for women and children in our area; she is a clinician by 

trade and training, and programs that have space for everyone are the best; she has also been in 

contact with the 3rd street and HT Way (Trammel Crow); she will also call Anita Bonds (chair 

ANC5C) and ANC5C will put together a letter; hearing is at 1 am on Friday for Parks and Recs; 

her concerns are that because of recession you have  homicides and suicides  going up; there-

fore folks need to stay where they are so that we can  remain stable; so letôs be persistent; DC is 

its own culture; 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue; call 202-724-8107 Susan Nicks if you want to tes-

tify for Lionel or call 724-8028 

 

Alice Thompson ï from the mayorôs office ïwe had a pretty successful walk through; DDOT 

should be coming through the area soon; Mike C said we would like an Edgewood walk 

through in May or June; Alice said we need to gather the issues first; he is coming to your com-

munity in June; Mayor Fenty is coming to the June Edgewood meeting; Location TBA 

 

 

 

 

Michael Henderson asked if we could have a treasurerôs report next month. Mr. Clark said yes. 

 

Sally Hobaugh said there is a monthly clean up this Saturday 10:30 

starting at the Edgewood Recreation Center; please join her 

 

Meeting ended at 9:10 pm 
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