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Commissioner Sylvia Pinkney ANC5C02; she passed out a handout 

that listed the many social services/group homes in Truxton Circle 

and Eckington; most in Truxton Circle deal with homelessness or 

mentally challenged; Eckington has 8 of its own; resident asked if we 

could add a head count for each facility; one large one can have a 

greater impact than three smaller ones; rule is they must be 500 

feet apart (applies to the group homes); Commissioner Pinkney said 

she is driving the point home to our Councilmember that we have our share of these types of 

facilities, please do not add any more; resident asked if our Councilmember agrees with us and 

Sylvia said he works with us. 

 

Jonathan Taylor of NCMS which helps stimulate economic activity among 

small and medium businesses; they are currently getting ready to imple-

ment a façade program ς 3 buildings have already been identified; looking 

to qualify other businesses who will receive façade design work; want to 

start to focus on the 13 and 14 hundred blocks as well; and 1700 block; 

working with the property owners and the District to move some of these 

vacant properties forward ς how to get them renovated and identify cer-

tain businesses that can go in; trying to attract a restaurant tenant; 2nd An-

nual Art Walk on First Street ς a collective of artists and local merchants 

that come together as a festival to promote the areas August 7th; all day affair; we invite every-
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opment to discuss the scope and to include the Office of Planning ς proposing to do a small 

area plan for this area; want a strategic plan for North Capital Street; The District will probably 

Charlene McCullers 



hire a consultant to do the small area plan; China Dragon, Bloomingdale Liquor, and Jan Doung 
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ant; worked as Director of Housing Development, they did Hanover, Bates, and he is very famil-

iar with the issues on North Capital Street; resident asked if the areas include the NE side of NC 

Street; yes both sides; two of the businesses are on the west side for example; resident said 

things seem to happen a lot on First Street more than NC; Jonathan said they are expanding; 

Jonathan is also trying to launch a micro enterprise loan program, looking at financing and ex-

isting businesses; NCMS is basically  one man shop; Commissioner Pinkney asked if they are 

looking at surplus schools; right now there is just an introduction, have not framed it out yet; 

resident asked about walk-ability, areas for the small area plans, and what types of things are 

included, and the office of planning has a template; Jonathan said small area plan would be 

comprehensive; if we get great streets, may focus more on commercial revitalization; as a plan-

ner himself he would like to see it comprehensive (housing, schools, assets, etc, and how all 

that interplays into development, where the anchor developments are); the old gas station is 

another potential; one problem is that NC is a transient corridor, it is a highway, not as pedes-

trian oriented like U street; Fire House is a major piece which will lead to smaller oriented 

places; resident said if you get pulled into great streets pull the traffic plan because it has al-

ready been done 

Brian Brown owns the Fire House and other buildings; wants to talk 

to us about some things coming on NC; they have signed the lease 

for the Fire House; also working with 1424 NC looking at putting a 

sit down restaurant there; also looking at Fab Lab (MIT venture) 

rapid training of children etc; If you make capital improvements to a 

building you can receive a property tax break that places it at a fixed 

rate; Councilmember is proposing legislation that will make this cap 

on taxes happen for new businesses;  Howsoon Cham spoke more about the location having an 

upstairs and downstairs; asking the Eckington Civic Association for a letter of support ς two 

forms; 400 thousand dollars was added as capital by Brian to help with the approval from the 

bank; looks likely that he will get the financing; Commissioner Pinkney said Brian should come 

to the ANC meeting on the 20th, since they are developing a new procedure for handling liquor 

licenses; Jonathan asked Brian asked what the bank needs ς Brian said they need to know there 

is a liquor license coming or it will stall the process; Michael Henderson asked about the details 

of the license; applying for a restaurant license on the first floor and tavern (beer, wine and 
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about 200; 1424 NC Street lower level is pub ς 1220 sq feet; zoned C2A (matter of right as pub); 

there was discussion about process for Eckington Civic Association to vote on a letter of sup-

port; everything they are doing is a matter of right (has proper zoning etc); August 2nd and then 



the 16th would be the next two ECA meetings; old gas station and tire shop will be used for 

parking as well;  

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нnd and 16th for the presen-

tation and vote. Darren made the motion and it was 2nd; motion passed;  
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Charlene McCullers ς COVE ς Coalition of Voter Empowerment ς 

planning a meet and greet; Mayor, At-Large, and Ward 5 candidates; 

will be a series of these meetings starting the 21st of July; watch the 

listservs for details. 

 

 

Tim Clark said the Friends of Harry Thomas Recreation Center is meeting to talk about expan-

sions; they already redid the tennis courts, basketball courts, painted interior, but all that was 

in the plans was not completed; they may extend the indoor gym; they also want to look into 
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turf field; Charlene said every time she goes to the pool the showers are left on ς they need 

timers; pool is operated by rotating staff (not assigned specifically to HT Rec) 
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