
Eckington Civic Association Monthly Meeting 

March 15th, 2010 

North Capital Main Street Office 

7 pm 

 

Ted began meeting at 7:05 pm 

Hyde Public Charter School moving out of Langley, moving to 

1800 Perry Street this summer; Chancellor’s Office says they 

won’t be out as fast as we thought (maybe August); Emery Edu-

cation Center could maybe move into Hyde building; this summer 

there are some maintenance things planned for Emery; more sig-

nificant overhaul summer of 2011-2012; looking at putting in a 

green roof; Hyde would provide greater facilities like an audito-

rium etc; but Langley building is older than Emery; not as wired 

for tech for example; OPEFM is looking at that; resident asked 

about tinkering with Emery; Emery houses a city-wide special-education program; Emery has finished 

the out of boundary lottery; more requests about Emery than any other school in the city; Facebook 

group was set up for Emery; Tim Clark said they have put in hundreds of thousands of dollars into Hyde; 

Ted said OPEFM has to go in and make sure everything is compatible with everything DCPS is doing; its 

great if there are more electrical ports, etc; if it is compatible with DCPS great but they don’t know yet; 

Tim said it is all compatible, you just switch ports and that’s just a couple thousand dollars; resident said 

whichever building becomes vacant is the key and we don’t have that big of a say; folks in Bates have 

been put through the ringer so we need to be proactive; we need to speak with as much as one voice as 

possible; Commissioner Pinkney said if Emery closes and kids move to Hyde, we should be able to get 

funds for whatever happens; speak as one on either building; Ted met with the Councilmember about 

this issue; Harry Thomas wants to get feedback from the community before everyone has bid on it 

 

Commissioner Pinkney said Martha Washington High School decision was made – Church group was 

supposed to go in there but another developer may have gotten this school; city government is just giv-

ing these schools away; 2 weeks ago she attended an MPD training effort; our area has largest heroin 

corner on Florida and NC and largest hub for pills at the McDonalds; PCP and crack are hot right now; 

NC, NY Ave, O streets have the most horrific crimes; also RI avenue, Todd place, T street; she has the 

worst areas in her SMD; she went to the awards ceremony and 5D won the big awards 

 

Ted McGinn, president 



Big Bear Café owner ς Stu Davenport –at the end of R and first street; 

applying for an alcohol license/restaurant, beer, wine and liquor; coffee 

shop right now; right now hours are 7 am – 6 pm; would probably close 

at 12-1 on the weekend, earlier on the week days; resident asked why 

now; Stu said he wants a place to hang out; not enough demand to do 

food in the evenings; wants to work with local farms; likes the idea of 

building a local economy where folks know each other personally; wants 

to do wine tasting; they will upgrade food options; Tim asked what is your current seating capacity, and 

if you add the liquor will the current facility allow that with parking, etc; right now they can seat 46; also 

outside seating; never has a problem parking unless it is after 8; Ted said when you look at a restaurant 

bar, two types, one is destination type, and the other is a neighborhood spot like this one; Tim wonders 

if they can seat the number of customers after 10 pm because cannot be outside; restaurant license has 

higher percentage of food (half); tavern license has higher percentage of alcohol; you have to submit 

your food sales records regularly; Ted asked is it worth the gamble; they can currently sell  alcohol for 

catering events; Kids at Emery are doing an art show at Big Bear also; family style fixed price meals; long 

term maybe they’ll put in a bread oven; Tim asked if he has looked at other locations; Stu said too ex-

pensive; Ted said they do a lot of interesting things there like poetry and original music, spoken word, 

writers, etc; café provides free space for events that are cultural; Michael asked about the number of 

liquor licenses operating in our community already; Stu and Ted said we want to have good use agree-

ments; Ted thanked Stu for coming 

 

Eckington will be part of the Cherry Blossom Festival this year; Emery has been chosen to have 3 cherry 

trees planted; nice 5 page history of the festival and what it symbolizes in Japan, and the Emery kids are 

writing a Haiku about cherry trees; all of this will happen Friday April 9th in conjunction with City Year; 

Commemorative Plaque will be installed; stats at 9:15-11:30 am; there will be speakers too; youth am-

bassadors, haikus will be read at that time; 1st street entrance into Emery you will be able to see them 

 

Commissioner Wright ς Metropolitan Branch Trail – we are planning an event with Mr. Henderson, 

Commissioner Day, etc; she would like to see some grants for tulips and things; we could spearhead the 

planting with Edgewood/Eckington; Commissioner Pinkney said Rod who plants them in North West or-

ders them in the early fall for planting; hopefully this time next year we will have a brand new R street; 

Ted has an example of grant writing; Elizabeth said she is happy to run with the tulips; Tim said he 

knows tulips you can buy in bulk and save money; Commissioner Pinkney said the tulips on R street are 

beautiful red; she would like to get those; Commissioner Pinkney reviewed the discussion about Emery 

with Commissioner Wright; Charlene McCullers said it took her 15 minutes to get out of Eckington Place 

today; Michael Henderson said circles do help move traffic and help it flow; Elizabeth said DDOT is still 

recovering from the storm; Commissioner Wright said she is planning a big clean up; DPW will come and 

pick up the trash; Commissioner Pinkney said if you have a trash problem with a neighbor – city comes 

and picks up trash in your alley, you just call them; Ted sent memo about apartment building on R and 



Lincoln Road; dumpster has not been emptied in a month; they have no super can; 

13 R street; rats chewing through the bags; Ted spoke with Kevin Twine and Richard 

Norwood (city services); Commissioner Wright mentioned getting something in writ-

ing; Elizabeth said significant amount is construction debris; getting tag numbers on 

cars also works; Wednesday March 17th Emery Education Center 5-8 pm is having a 

fund raiser; go to Wendy’s and buy food; Burger King is offering 25% donation as 

well; Wendy’s may include lunch 

Ted and other teachers just got certified for teaching ecological concepts, watersheds, ecology, etc; 

those same instructors will come and work with the students, including going on a pontoon boat trip to 

see all the restoration; teachers went on the trip and it was fun; teachers are given science labs in a kit; 

kids at Emery are doing a local ecology project – labeling all the watershed drains; Tim encourages folks 

to participate; they will come and present to the civic association some time 

 

Jim Berry leader of the Bates area Civic Association is spear-heading an effort to showcase all candi-

dates for Ward 5; candidates would be asked the same questions; reaching out to the civic associations; 

would include Mayor and Ward 5 Council and At-Large Council 

 

Marathon is coming ς on the 20th (this weekend) 

Gospel Rescue Ministries is on R street unit block; they put in a cement ramp way; stones are still wash-

ing down though; they told Ted they will fix the problem; they have been staffing some of these cleaning 

projects around the city; they work with folks who are in rehab etc.; they will be at our next meeting 

 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ – Charlene McCullers – balance in savings is $623.43; checking $92.62; dues col-

lected in Feb was 23.00; total is 739.05 

Ted needs help; with leadership; reaching out for speakers, flyers, so if he can’t be here someone can be 

here; civic association should never be the cult of one person; Ted has been working on raising two chil-

dren, doing service, for many years; so we need to bring in speakers; so if you have ideas….. 

 

Charlene said clean up could be the second Saturday in April 10th 

 

 



Monique ς Yard Sale – Maybe close off First Street between R and Quincy; 

25 dollars per table; Ted said Emery parking lot could be used as well; Eck-

ington and R is good too; maybe at the end of the event a company comes 

and takes away the remainders; good fundraiser for ECA 

 

 

Resident asked about the next ANC5C meeting – Mt Sinai 3rd and Q NW 

Michael Henderson mentioned the PSA 501 NE meeting on Wednesday; and Tim mentioned the Edge-

wood meeting on the 4th Monday at 7 

Meeting ended at 8:24 pm 

From the desk of Michael J. Henderson 

These notes are intended for informational purposes only 

and are not the official minutes of the Eckington Civic Association. 

 Please contact your Eckington Civic Association for more information. 

 

 

Michael J Henderson, Director 

Friends of Edgewood Recreation Center 

Webmaster, ANC5C 
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Community Liaison, MPD PSA 501 

Webmaster, Edgewooddc.org 

Moderator, EdgewoodDC@yahoogroups.com 

Contact: edgewooddc@comcast.net 

 


