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Eckington Civic Association 

Monthly Meeting 

April 12th, 2010 

NCMS 

7 pm 

 

Ted McGinn (president) began the meeting at 7:04 pm 

Ted thanked Charlene McCullers for organizing the cleanup; city may not be able to continue to pro-

ǾƛŘŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΤ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻπ

gram ς helping hands is the program. High schools have community service credits; one year had 200 

volunteers; Edgewood did a large cleanup at the mural one year too; please contact your Gov reps and 

ask them to continue support; Ted spoke about making picking up trash a game for the kids and how 

that made it fun for them; cherry blossom event was sponsored and held at the Emery Education Cam-

pus; also, DC was the first place the slaves were freed in the nation; Emery kids got to wrap all this into 

one event; kids got to rehab  gardens, plant trees, etc 

 

 

 

 

 

Pocket Park ς Charlene McCullers ςpartnership with NCMS to maintain the pocket park; it has not been 

maintained for a while; we need to pull weeds, she will post it to have folks come out and get that done 

Ted McGinn, president 



Commissioner Sylvia Pinkney ς had DRCA, DDOT, others at her SMD meeting in conjunction with Com-

missioner Anita Bonds; will have another meeting; also Cooke School ς is in her SMD ς asked folks to 

testify at the first hearing; will meet with folks and discuss what the overall testimony will be; April 19th 

between 6 and 9 at the Carlos Rosario Public Charter School; Ted mentioned property at 1705 that is 

ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜ όŘǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘύΥ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘΤ ¢ŜŘ ǎŜƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ YŜǾƛƴ ¢ǿƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊΩǎ 

office; Charlene said 1620 first street has trash in the yard; no one is coming over to pull the super cans 

out; debris is collecting in the rear; Commissioner P said break ins have occurred over past week, jew-

elry, lap tops, etc.; one took place on Easter Sunday; Ted said we have not had this in quite a while; 

please get the word out so we can watch out for each other; if you see something call 911; you can re-

Ƴŀƛƴ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎΤ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘΤ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΤ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ 

your things to see if you are out of town; have someone pick up your mail and newspaper; resident said 

thanks to Sylvia for getting the trucks moved to using another route; Ted said this is a great first step 

Steve Rynecki ς Historic Power Plant ς working on an historic brochure; rough draft will be ready to-

morrow; Sylvia said they could approach ANC5C for funds; Eckington has been approached by a couple 

of organizations to see if they support the demolition of the old power plant; the old smoke stacks off of 

NY Avenue as you head to RI Metro are the old steam power plant; company is asking that Eckington put 

a letter together that says yes or no; (you can see the smoke stacks); will not happen any time soon; DC 

preservation league wants to know if we want to preserve it; Amtrak will ask civic associations what 

they can do to make up for their loss; Amtrak has already reached out to the Edgewood Civic Associa-

tion; Ted said it might be good to preserve it and make some type of museum or something; B and O 

railroad bought up the row houses just a few years after they were built many years ago and used the 

land for the rail yards; you can contact the national railroad historical society; Sylvia said in 1905 the 

homes along R street were brand new and beautiful; Michael Henderson asked how accessible it is; pre-

senter said not very; resident asked about offsets; Ted said in 2005 we created historic markers to aug-

ment a walking tour because there is so much history in our area; something like that could support the 

brochure project 

Councilmember Harry Thomas ς he reads the listservs; some is 

factual some is not; RI Avenue was not deemed a great street 

when he took office; put 835 thousand dollars into NIF for pro-

jects in the community; he met with Eckington neighbors over 

a year ago along with MPD and Roving Leaders to solve some 

crime issues, to be proactive; maximum grant will be 135 thou-

sand dollars for this grant period; allocated green teams; North 

Capital was also named a great street; 2 million for HT Rec Cen-

ter; named after his dad; was built wrong (no gym); many of 

the dollars were spent on the pool; locker rooms and meeting 

spaces, courts, surfaces, all renovated; every Ward 5 Rec Center has been renovated; Edgewood Rec 

Center has been remodeled but wants it expanded, wants to add a library; property tax caps were cre-

ated to get more businesses here; Rails to Trails is near completion; some things are not moving as fast 

as he would like, but there are a lot of positives; fire house developer has some financing problems, but 



he thinks the city should keep it in its inventory; we must make sure community has input into the dis-

position of public properties (Ms. Pinckney and her community had very little say in the school); 329 RI 

Avenue is an issue (had a fire); the guy who owned it asked too much (7 million dollars): must be careful 

before going into the condemnation process; St. Martins and DASH projects are on track; turned triangle 

into first time home buyer units; he is a big advocate of public properties; (gives the city leverage to help 

out home buyers); must keep market stable and keep homes affordable; resident spoke about 329 RI ς 

owner sat on this for 10+ years; 4 stories above are vacant; Councilmember Bowser is suggesting legisla-

tion that says just having one unit occupied does not make it occupied; Councilmember said there were 

residents that got double tax assessments, and seniors who cannot pay the taxes; so we have to make 

sure we get the bill right before passing; resident spoke about different zonings within a single building; 

developers have to have the correct business plans that the market can support; used to have movie 

theatres etc in Ward 5; and Safeway walked away without trying to meet a lot of the things they should 

have; seniors who shopped at Safeway have to have 15 people to get a free ride to another grocer; Safe-

way site has some square footage issues; coop takes a lot of dollars and input; there are discussions go-

ing on right now for grocers to occupy the Safeway site; Ted spoke about moving the Emery program to 

Hyde, but could also leave Emery Elementary School as early learning center; could fill that space; then 

move 3rd-8th grades to Hyde; then co-ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΤ /ƛǘȅ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 

lease is up soon, and they may be looking to move; that campus is almost in the middle of the city, and 

could be a great home base, lot of access points; Edgewood is also interested in having Emery move into 

ǘƘŜ IȅŘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΤ /a ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǇǳǘΤ 

CM Thomas said we also need to bring back special ed to the District; it costs us 250 million per year; 

19,500 per family in transportation alone; Robert Boyer said he would like to see us stop using the word 

άƧƻōǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŎŀǊŜŜǊέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΤ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎ ²ŀǊŘ р ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳǇ 

posts reworked/painted so we can all look like great streets; CM Thomas said even when he got 12th 

street done there was a cost and we must have balance with the folks who live along the streets; we 

also need to finish the technology wing at McKinley; brought UDC Community College part to Backus; 

resident asked about great streets ς what happens with funding, etc; Vicky Leonard said it brings the 

ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ƳŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 55h¢ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŜǘŎΤ ǿƘŀǘ 

NC is trying to do now is encourage residents and businesses to testify on May 6th on Economic Develop-

ment, testify the importance about allocating money to a land use study; there is no money in the 

budget for anything right now; RI is the oldest highway in the nation (it is route one!); there are federal 

highways dollars ς we need to be more aggressive; Costco brings revenue to the District; we have done 

a number of things to plan ways to make businesses better neighbors; etc; if not for the Charter School 

movement there would be many vacant buildings in Edgewood; Dance Place is also breaking ground in 

April on H street; he said thanks to Commissioner Wright for doing the cleanup; easiest way to contact 

him is to email him directly or text him; 202-439-5103 (applause) 

 

Bocci Ball ς Steve Rynecki ς someone rolls out a ball, get it as close to the lead ball as you can; whoever 

comes closest wins the match; get your little ball next to the lead ball; like curling without ice; originated 

in Italy; Bocci Court in Little Italy in Baltimore; clay surface, 60 ft long and 12 feet wide; tennis courts 



have been resurfaced at HT Rec; fenced in the bball court and rehabbed it; some spots on McKinley field 

that are not used a lot that this might fit in; maybe along the boundary fence; Steve has 20 neighbor-

hood friends who want to play; Tim asked if you can have a court that can be used for different games 

also so court could be used for other things; Steve said this is low maintenance ς if you used a lawn cost 

for upkeep would be huge; HT Rec Center has a friends of group; and take is to DPR; Commissioner Pink-

ney said think of something else that could be done on that space; Steve said he would; Ted reminded 

us that you can bring anything to these meetings; Tim said it is good to introduce something from an-

other culture; Ted said or you find a piece of land that is not used for anything at the moment, then 

make it  viable 

 

329 RI Avenue NE ς Steve Conn ς actively pursuing property 329 RI 

Avenue NE across the street from his home; has been empty for a 

long time; was retail at the bottom, sometimes open, sometimes not; 

bottom line is it is not a productive part of our community; passions 

run high ς there may be things going on that we are not all privy to; 

we need to watch how we discuss things on listservs; how to commu-

ƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘπ

ful; Steve had a PowerPoint presentation; and he had a petition that 

Councilmember Thomas signed asking DCRA to designate this build-

ing as blighted; his neighbor says it has been 10+ years; first slide 

showed criteria for blighted properties; last week inspector came and 

said found no violations; boarded up windows, broken windows, etc; 

Steve has called the number on the sign outside and owner says no 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘΤ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŘǊǳƎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΩΤ ¢ƛƳ / ǎŀƛŘ 

Dr Wright has been working with the owner to open shop; when you 

talk about putting it into vacant property role ς this owner may not have money to pay ς we need to 

ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΤ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎΤ 

ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴ ƛǘ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ς ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άōƭƛƎƘǘŜŘέΤ {ǘŜǾŜ 

said there were guys seen going in with gas cans right before the fire; Robert Boyer said he is from the 

financial world, and we are all affected by the economy; why are we trying to help someone with a multi

-million dollar property, probably not his own property; Commissioner Wright said she does not appreci-

ate what Mr. Conn has said about her; Linda A will retract what she said about Dr Wright tomorrow; 

when recession was in full swing DCRA said he had a certain number of months to get this all done; 

owner may be willing to tie everybody up in court for years; either find him some financing or rescind 

the contract; there is a process that she is attending to; discussion got heated; Ted stepped in; there are 

properties that have gotten razed and nothing has come back; not always best thing for the community; 

Ted spoke eloquently about how to be civil to each other; Sylvia spoke about how the city gives develop-

ers incentives to build; Michael Henderson said we have to use listservs in better ways; Steve C said he 

apologized; and then he said it may be good to have that building razed; something has got to give; 

Steve said he ran but the board of Elections did not turn in his petition list so he could not run without 

Commissioner D. Wright 



doing it all over again; Tim C said we should not plow down this building; that building made the 

neighborhood better when it was built; that building is not the core of crime; that building is a gold mine 

for redeveloping RI Avenue; PCDC could help us brainstorm; you have to play your cards in the right 

way; Eckington will support the rebuilding not tearing down the building; Eckington and Edgewood Civic 

Associations can write a resolution that can then go to ANC who can then write a resolution; Commis-

sioner Wright said she is talking with other developers who may want to jump in 

DASH is at 3rd and T 

Elections next month ς need some more troops next year; Charlene works hard, as do others; we are 

not getting event flyers; Ted cannot do it all by himself; 9 dollars for membership; seniors 7; maybe use 

parking lot at Emery Education Center for a flea market to fund raise 

 

Casey trees ς Tim Clark ς at the end of May Casey trees will donate extra trees; Edgewood Park Lincoln 

Road at 4th {ǘǊŜŜǘΤ ŦƻǊ 9ŎƪƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻƴ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ wƻŀŘ млл ōƭƻŎƪ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ aŎYƛƴƭŜȅ ¢ŜŎƘΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

species of trees (they will be leftover) 

 

Meeting ended at 9 
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