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Eckington Civic Association 

Monthly Meeting 

May 17th 2010 

North Capital Main Street Office 

7 pm 

 

Ted began the meeting at 7:14 pm 

Ted is grateful we get to use the NCMS facility; he also spoke about maintenance of the grounds in and 

around the neighborhood; Arts Walk is coming up; call out for folks to have art installed in their yards; 

will be music as well; Ted and Mr. Henderson will help get the word out on their listservs/website 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς Charlene McCullers ς savings $624.13; checking $70.67; total 

$694.80; February dues collected $23 march $27; total funds $744.80 

City Year ς May 28th City Year is coming to Eckington ς long planter box between 

HT Rec and Emery; has not been trimmed in 3-4 years; City Year will trim and 

shape all the shrubs, mulch it, get it looking really nice; also coming to pocket park 

to paint the iron fencing nice glossy black; they will also prepare a couple of plant-

ing sites; will use drought-ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎΣ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ 

lot of water; want 3 seasons of flowering plants; maintenance provided by NCMS; 

long range project is to create signage that identifies our community as Eckington 

Eckington Civic Association has been working on compiling a history of our community; a lot of it goes 

with the architectural history; early days right up to the present; final draft has just come out (28 pages); 

there is stuff in there even Ted did not know; a lot of really good work has gone into it, photos etc; 

hopefully next month will have something to show everyone; showing our pride in our community; 

points of interest, historical markers, etc 

Ted McGinn, president 

Charlene McCullers 



Justin Ingea DPW ς Charlene McCullers said at the last cleanup they said there 

would be cut backs, and we use the Helping Hands program (trash bags, shovels, 

etc); they have been helpful over the years; presenter said pickup for the 

cleanup should be on the same day as the cleanup; Ted asked how we can make 

sure DPW picks up the trash on the same day; Ted said Helping Hands program 

has been excellent ς they give you everything you need to cleanup your 

neighborhood; High School kids can earn community service hours; Ted has 

worked with McKinley kids and they have covered all of Eckington; Tim said 

Adopt a Block program is also good to get involved with; (Ted said they still have 

the remnants of some of those signs and it is a good program); Ted said they 

were told they have to have a certain number of activities per year to qualify for the adopt a block pro-

gram; Michael Henderson handed out the meeting notes from last month which also had pictures from 

ǘƘŜ 9ŎƪƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƭŜŀƴΤ ŀƭǎƻ мм w {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΤ ¢ŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

addresses to Kevin Twine and DPW; resident asked for a bulk pickup on Friday; then were supposed to 

ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƻŘŀȅΤ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇΤ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪ ƛǘ ǳǇ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜΤ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ 

give him the address; his phone number is 202-576-9280 (Justin Ingea from DPW); and his cell phone is 

202-409-1139 

Kelly Pack Rails to Trails Conservancy ς Party on June 5th; Main center 

of activities is the Edgewood Mural also at end of S and 4th Streets; 

free stuff for kids, bike rides and giveaways, balloon-twisting, local 

artists; Washington Mystics, free health screening, climbing wall, Ca-

sey trees; 10 am ς 2 pm; garden planting on the trail behind DC Prep 

open to the public; work day this Saturday 9 am -1 pm; also walking 

tour of the trail; and she would like a copy of the neighborhood his-

tory to incorporate on the walking tour; space available for the Civic 

Association if you want; Eckington donated some seeds for the community garden; and Ted asked her to 

drop off flyers about the trail opening at the Bloomingdale Market (600 people came through last 

week); Ted thanked her (applause) 

Ted spoke more about City Year; last Saturday they were here and they rebuilt garden boxes and fin-

ished off our butterfly garden; lots of native perennials; and all new garden beds for the kids at Emery 

Young Heroes ς 6th 7th and 8th graders they study and then go off and perform community service; they 

ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳƴƎ IŜǊƻŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 9ƳŜǊȅ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΤ ¢ŜŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΤ ¢ŜŘΩǎ ǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ слл ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

Pocket Park ς paint the metal fences, mulch flowers, dig some new beds, will work with NCMS to main-

tain all the time; will do a cleanup of the streets and alleys surrounding; mural painting on the Emery 

campus; have a 1500 dollar grant to improve the area; another great thing coming out of the City Year 

program 



St. Martins ς were designed to be affordable work force housing targeting people who earn 60% of the 

area mean income at its highest end (was around 54 thousand for a family of 4) may have slid up to 60 

thousand today; the other factor is 50 were going to be set aside for residents who had been displaced 

from that original piece of land, formally homeless men who work, have had drug testing, and are trying 

ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΤ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ς there 

ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΤ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ έƧǳƴƛƻǊέ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΤ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΤ ƛǘ 

was never a mixed income project (where part would be market rate); they did not go back on anything; 

it is not a DC government project, it is Catholic Charities, who uses an outside agency to manage the 

property that is experienced and well vetted; there is a steering committee and there will be a tenant 

committee; next month Chapman Todd who is heading the project will come and speak to the Eckington 

Civic Association; craziness is going on on the listservs; it also raises some civility issues; also like with Big 

Bear issue, where folks on listservs are going after our ANC, but our Commissioners are supposed to 

scrutinize anyone requesting a liquor license; Ted says he works for Big Bear as has his son; Ted thinks 

ANC is doing the right thing; there were three Commissioners talking to people on Sunday getting their 

feedback; please treat our Commissioners with respect 

 

Commissioner Pinkney asked Ted to talk to folks at Emery about a large trash 

container and please keep the lid shut; Ted said when they come and pick up 

the trash they often do not close them afterward, and there is nothing we can 

do about that, but he will talk to the principal and Mr. B. who is head of mainte-

nance;  Commissioner Pinkney spoke about the Bocce Ball court ςthere is a gym 

being built; which may conflict; Ted described how the Bocce Ball game works 

(like curling without the ice) 

Commissioner Pinkney took questions ς Big Bear ς one person asked about Big 

Bear (what is the issue); Commissioner Pinkney described how Big Bear is look-

ing for a stipulated license (45 day period) which then becomes permanent unless the community ob-

jects; Ted spoke about the purpose of a 45 day period (gives the community an opportunity to observe); 

some businesses work out a voluntary agreement and that becomes part of the ABC Board; that makes 

it easier if there are problems to get action from the ABC Board; Commissioner Pinkney said the ANC5C 

does not have a process in place for anyone requesting a liquor license, so they have to be particularly 

careful how they handle it; one would be implementing a voluntary agreement; also the establishment 

should seek support from all of the Civic Associations; last night there was a meeting for folks in the im-

mediate area of Big Bear so the ANC would have something to report back; Ted works there so he recue-

sed himself; Eckington has written a letter of support; Tim said he spoke to his uncle and those licenses 

are worth a lot of money, how does it work to give a smaller location that license ς it does not work out 

in a business sense; is this the location we want to give this license to; Ted said they just want to sell 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΤ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅ ƛǎ псΤ ¢ŜŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛπ

cense do we let them tank; Ted and Tim then spoke about business models and whether or not they will 

make money; Tim spoke about serving liquor in open areas; resident asked about how Big Bear came 

into being and what do they want; Commissioner Pinkney said Eckington never actually voted on this 



issue; nor did we did get all of the issues like out-

door permits etc; ANC5C has never dealt with this 

type of license before; Robert Brannum sent a let-

ter of support March 1st to ANC5C, but application 

not received by ANC5C until April 24th; Ted and Tim 

spoke about the Edgewood/Eckington Boundaries 

(Tim said most of the people that come to Edge-

wood meetings live in Eckington, and since this 

area is recognized by Federation of Civic Associa-

tions as Edgewood Big Bear should come to Edge-

wood); Ted said Big Bear has already come to the 

immediate area neighborhoods (Bloomingdale, 

Eckington): they held open houses, and they have presented to Bloomingdale and the ANC); part of the 

ŎƘŀƻǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !b/Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘΤ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘπ

ing numbers, inside or outside, etc; Ted said Big Bear has not done anything inappropriate; Commis-

sioner Pinkney agreed; but she does not see any viable letters of support; there was much discussion 

about ANC5C having a uniform approach to handling these licenses; Commissioner Wright said she was 

disappointed in some of the things she read on the listservs/blogs; having a voluntary agreement is pro-

tocol; for us to vote on something like that immediately was not following protocol; Ted agreed that 

some of the things written online are completely out of line; Commissioner Wright said Big Bear does 

not even have a public space permit to operate outside; Ted said there is no reason ANC5C should be 

rushed; Tim asked about tabling the process and saying we will wait and accept all of them ANC did with 

the grants process; Commissioner Wright said we need to look at things geographically, look at things 

and see where we are; Commissioner Pinkney said we should do procedures; Michael Henderson said a 

voluntary agreement should be mandatory, and that this issue is being watched by many in this city (Ted 

said yes it has been picked up by City Paper, etc); Mr. Henderson said our ANC should be deliberate, and 

develop a process for handling these types of requests (he is on the ANC Grants Committee);  the ANC5C 

Grants Committee came up with a good process and procedure because they did their research and 

studied other organizations as well; Commissioner Pinkney spoke about neighborhoods; ANC5C meeting 

tomorrow (Tuesday)at Catholic U Student Center -7 pm 

Commissioner Wright said her cleanup went well 

On a more positive note ς 11 Dunbar High School grads were given 250 dollars to help with their gradua-

tion fees; ANC5C also gave 3702 dollars to Hanover for beautification; and gave 5000 to Metro Basket-

ball; and the kickboxing  group got $5000 as well;  

DPW fellow said this weekend you can dispose of paint, etc; then he described how to get there (Fort 

Totten) in your car 

 

Meeting ended at 8:47 pm 
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