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Eckington Civic Association Meeting  

December 7, 2009  

North Capitol Main Street Office  

7 pm 

 

Ted McGinn  began the meeting t 7:05 pm. 

Safety T ips ï Be aware of surroundings. Donôt use iPod/phone; look around; someone may ask 

you what time it is; if you think something is about to happen walk into someoneôs yard and 

knock on their door; have a plan; never resist; it is only material things; MPD has been talking 

about these things for years; the RI Ave suspects are in their late teens; Commissioner Pinkney 

said young women should not walk alone at night; try to always be in a group; Eckington Way 

often has trouble; avoid dark areas; Commissioner Wright has started a walking group in the 

evenings; Ted said there are folks that have regular walks as well; Ted introduced Commis-

sioner Pinkney and thanked her for her hard work; Commissioner Pinkney said crime is bad in 

her area; she works with Commander Greene and Lt. Wright and it helps a lot; Ted said if you 

are going out of town have a neighbor watch your house; stop your mail and paper; keep house 

heat on for pipes; plan for pets; use timers for lights and stuff 

 

Gary Clark ï North Capitol Main Street  ï Clean Safe Sentinels Pro-

gram; received a grant to establish a clean team in this area; they 

clean, deal with tree boxes, trash pickup, etc; last week used 113 

bags of mulch; collected 250 bags of trash; the team is a group of 3-4 

men working 10-6 pm; they received a grant from capitol hill; their 

hope is in a yearôs time they will have an example of something that is 

positive; they will have to find funds again next year; they are in uni-

form (red and blue t-shirts; Ted spoke very highly of this group; the 

mulching looks great for example; they have industrial trash cans on 

wheels too 



Commissioner Pinkney  ï she has been ANC Commissioner for not 

quite a year; has already gotten R Street speed tables; Unit block of 

R is done; 100-block tables are coming as well; white lines will be 

painted as well; Q Street and Quincy Street are getting second 

speed bumps; attempting to get a no turn on red onto Lincoln Road; 

already can see a change ï she has time to get out of her car!; at the 

mayorôs walk through last week ï only her and Ted showed up from 

our area; Mr. Pemberton is the new manager of vacant properties; 

Methadone clinic on N Street NE is closing; donôt know where it is 

moving to yet; Ted said the park at Florida and 1st streets is nice but 

not inviting; poorly lit; too many trees; there are ways it could be im-

proved 

 

Latin American Youth Center  ï GED/School on the ground floor (it is a kind of last chance 

situation); upper floor has 50 residential units ear marked for 18-24 year olds; 2-bedroom apart-

ment or 2 people per unit; for folks who are economically challenged; 6 months prior to turning 

24 ï they would start counseling program to get them established some other place; conflict 

seems to be how the city determines who lives there; although there were other entities that 

wanted this space (retail, arts, etc), the city said it had to be a school; Commissioner Pinkney 

and Ted pointed out how many organizations are against it (including ANC5C); Ted asked if this 

association would like to vote in favor or against the school; resident asked if anyone has con-

sidered suing; Ted said they have not broken any laws yet; Commissioner Pinkney said she has 

not been able to find out who was in charge of the process; resident asked if they will only ac-

cept Latino kids (answer was no); Ted spoke about wrap around services in schools already; 

there was much discussion about the pros and cons of LAYC coming to our area; resident said 

we already have a lot of group homes; and she was concerned about her property values; Ted 

said they donôt necessarily lower values (property values actually went up in Columbia Heights); 

Darren said we should listen to what those that live near the site are saying also; another per-

son spoke highly about what this program does for young people; another resident said the gov-

ernment gives certain individuals funds to do these projects and they are raking the money in; 

Ted said the LAYC is not like that and never will be; I pointed out that Edgewood Civic Associa-

tion has not taken a position on this; Ted said we can take a position or not and move on; Resi-

dent asked what we would be taking a position on; Ted reminded us that that corner of the Ward 

has taken on their fair share and density of these types of services; Motion from Darren Snell 

(paraphrased by Ted) that Eckington support the Bates Area Civic Association, Hanover, Dun-

bar homeowners, Assoc, ANC5C, and NCMS in their opposition to the reuse of the Cooke 

school to become LAYC school; the  motion was 2nd; vote was 6-4-1 in favor of the resolution; it 

passed; Ted did not vote 

 

History Project  ï no report 

 



Eckington Civic Association Concerns  ï we are not a non-profit; are in limbo; part of the 

problem is that parts of their boundaries are within Edgewood boundaries; Ted spoke with Mike 

Clark (president of Edgewood) and is waiting for a response; you want non-profit status be-

cause you can receive grants; I volunteered to help Ted with paperwork/funding; Ted described 

the boundaries of Eckington; I said it will benefit us on the other side of Rhode Island who need 

more attention from Edgewood (Eckington currently gets coverage from Edgewood folks and 

Eckington folks) 

 

Ted said the Washington Capitals have adopted the Emory Education Center ; they planted 

flowers and gave free hockey tickets; tomorrow they are coming with a check for ten thousand 

dollars; doing a walk through Friday to assess placing a green roof on the building, etc; a stem 

school; tours are available (see Ted); Mr. Henderson has seen it; Commissioner Pinkney said 

the general services department is going to renovate a building; toward 1st street; 1200 people 

will be coming over; Darren said NoMA is still doing trees in front yards; Resident asked about 

3rd and T street NE; that is DASH; it is residential living for women and children; was done as a 

matter of right; will have security and guards, enclosed play ground; Commissioner Wright has 

been a great advocate for the community on this project; we would like for the building at 2nd 

and T to be used for something 

Ted said please support the new bakery  on 4th street; woman who runs it was trained by ex-

perts; they have had booths at Bloomingdale Farmerôs Market for 2 years; she plans to set up 

tables on the outside one day 

Pat Mitchell ï Chair of NCMS ï hopes we have seen the difference a 

clean street can make for the community we have just kicked this pro-

gram off; are funded for a year; appealing to the community to support 

them when the times comes when the Council decides to continue fund-

ing; They are funding on a year-by-year basis; will come up during the 

May-June hearings; the service provider is ready willing and able; they 

are kicking off their annual fund raiser; sponsoring a contest between 

Civic Associations ï looking for an underwriter ï to bring in funds and 

resources to your treasurer ï Eckington, Bates, and Bloomingdale; so 

look for that from us 

 

House Keeping  

Officer elections are held in March - Next year meeting the first Monday of every month; 4th of 

July will meet Tuesday the 6th; Labor Day will meet Tuesday the 7th; Edgewood has a regular 

monthly cleanup ï maybe Eckington could do that too 

Will meet Monday January the 4th; wants to hold meetings at HTRC to keep pressure on. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:51 pm 
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These notes are intended solely for informational purposes only 

and are not the official minutes of the Eckington Civic Association. 

 Please contact your Eckington Civic Association for more information. 
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