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When I arrived at 10:15 the meeting had already begun; Commissioner Wright was speaking about con-

stituent services and what had been done with some of the properties in the community.  Also informa-

tion on early voting in the District as well as addressing other concerns attendees had voiced.  

 

Commissioner Wright introduced Congresswoman Eleanor 

Holmes-Norton (applause); she spoke about state and the Secret 

Service; untold stories about recent college grads; unemployed 

ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƎǊŀŘǎΤ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŜƴ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘΤ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

story; what life is like being incarcerated; she is always thinking of 

legislation that helps  constituents residing in the District.   DC is 

only one of 7 states that does not have a University Center; they 

Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΤ ǎƘŜ 

began to outline initiatives (co payments for seniors, etc); Fiscal 

years beginning July 1st; our HIV rate is way too high; bill to allow the District to handle its own money 

without going to the House first; then she spoke about statehood; and the days  when the District be-

came insolvent and the Control board took over; she spoke about things it will take to get a statehood 

bill to the floor; she wants budget autonomy is conjunction with statehood; the house bill is where we 

have gotten further than we have in two centuries; recall that they tried to use the statehood bill to 

wipe out all of the gun laws in the D.C.; she spoke about them trying to add Utah into the equation as 

well; some senators are against our statehood because they believe we would impose a commuter tax; 

there was some question and answer about statehood; she is 3rd generation Washingtonian; there were 

800 thousand residents; Commissioner Wright asked about relief from such high taxes; Congresswoman 

Norton said Puerto Rico and Guam pay no federal taxes for example; but she does not think the Con-

gress with so many conservative Republicans will say to anyone you are not going to have to pay any 

federal taxes; resident asked what our name would be (there is already a Washington); she said perhaps 

άbŜǿ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀέΤ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 5/ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ŏƻƭπ

lege in the US even though we are not a state; Norton said she can hold on to that; we pay more taxes 

per capita than anyone but Connecticut; Kris Hammond said NRA is further out there than many gun 

owners in DC what DC gun owners want is streamlined gun ownership and the Council has gone too far 

in restricting small gun shops; and he supports gun training requirements; Congresswoman said she ar-

Commissioner Wright 



ranged for a meeting with her office and someone very high up in the 

NRA; waited for a phone call which never came, could not get any-

ǘƘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΤ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ǝǳƴ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

U.S.; finally got an answer where they rejected everything but one 

small thing she had proposed; they wanted to take our gun laws away 

and then make it OK to carry guns in the street; so she is not sure she 

can do anything else; Kris said Congress and the Council are equally 

non compromising; she said the issues you raise are legitimate but 

you must raise them with your DC Council; you control the Council not the NRA; Kris asked if a compro-

mise could be worked out would it be possible to vote on that bill this year; she said yes; resident asked 

about property taxes and she said that is a District of Columbia Council question; resident asked about 

unemployment and the extension of benefits, etc; she replied that it was a close vote to get benefits; 

Commissioner Wright thanked her for coming, gave closing remarks; she did her dissertation on black 

males; would like to be at a point where we did not need guns to feel safe in our city/homes 

Michael Pickering, Rap. Inc.; deal with substance use disorders; spoke 

about the history of Rap Inc.; in 1988 moved into Laurel and operated 

an 80 bed center; over the years have been able to acquire other 

properties; they are planning to take down two row houses and then 

4 lots will be a new LEED certified green building; 32 beds?; will pro-

vide community meeting space, and will be able to spread out among 

the two buildings; will have a teaching kitchen; this is a 28-45 residen-

tial stay drug treatment facility; HIV can be 120-18p day stay; also 

mental illness and homelessness; over last few years residents are coming in older with 10-20 years of 

drug use and facing HIV, hepatitis, mental illness, homeless, very little job skills; also treating things like 

kidney disease, hypertension, etc so the medical team has had to become more sophisticated; building 

next door has been in use since 1996; renovation of building next door will be green; will begin new con-

struction next spring; resident asked about hiring local residents; he said yes first source will be imple-

mented; Commissioner Wright said they often say you have to go through certain process of hiring but 

they often end up hiring their own people instead of local folks; general contractor is Harkins Builders 

their bid came in a million dollars lower; there will be a job fair when it gets to the point of hiring 

MPD ς Michael Smith ς Vice Lt for 5D; statistical crime and concerned 

crimes (that drug boy standing in front of your house, or prostitution; they 

may not get reported formally but it affects how you feel about your 

neighborhood; primary areas are 501 and 504;as a rule the city is not as bad 

as it was in the past; there used to be homicides every day; in DC you have a 

ƭƻǘ ƻŦ /ǊŜǿ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ όƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ άƎŀƴƎέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅύΤ ōƭƻƻŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

move into DC for some time now; overall crime is down but property crime 

is up; robberies always go up on holidays; Eckington/Edgewood has had 24 

narcotics arrests; used to think it was a black and white thing but it is more 

of a class issue now; Kathy Henderson said she is very pleased and she 



knows him very well he does a good job; economics is making a lot of people out of work; take note of 

the times that crimes are taking place; if you have older retired folks home all day that is good use them; 

if not try to have folks alternate the times they come home from work, lunch, etc; and secure your 

house!; put bars on lower level windows; take note of the activities and the exact times; email your 

complaints to the PSA Lt. or Commander; when you report things this leads to probably cause; Kathy 

Henderson asked him to talk about safety walks; build solidarity with your neighbors; resident spoke 

about a house on the corner of 3rd and Randolph that she is concerned with; presenter said call; resident 

asked if you can get information about raids on houses; yes; Commissioner Wright said Mr. Henderson is 

here and he facilitates the monthly PSA meetings, and they are extremely helpful so please attend; your 

PSA Lt. is Ronald.Wright@DC.gov; applause 

Councilmember Harry Thomas; (applause); he spoke about 

Rap. Inc; then he asked who is on the MPD L:istserv; Michael 

Henderson is on the CAC; and our 5th District has received an 

award; then he asked who is signed up for emergency alerts; 

go to DC Gov website then type EMA alerts and you can get 

texts to your phone or computer; please participate in your 

PSA and CAC structures; go and see the Met Branch trail; 

ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wL !ǾŜƴǳŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΤ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ά{ȅƭǾƛŀΩǎέΤ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΤ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ 

Market where the Safeway was;  looking at possibly multiple 

use for the Safeway space; 75 of the 150 jobs at the Foreman Mills were Ward 5 residents; many were 

young; RI Avenue project has a construction hiring agreement; DC collects 5 Billion in taxes from DC resi-

ŘŜƴǘǎΤ тл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5/ Ƨƻōǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ 5/ όǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ǘŀȄŜǎ ƛƴ 5/ύΤ ōŜǎǘ 

thing you can do is have employment opportunities for DC residents; St. Martins is a marvelous project; 

Fort Lincoln has every income level from Section 8 to High income, but when you ride through there you 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǳǎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΤ I¢ wŜŎ ŀƴŘ 9ŘƎŜǿƻƻŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 

renovations and Edgewood has 12 million slated for a new Edgewood Community Center; resident said 

thanks for bringing up Safeway ς can residents still be involved and give input; Harry said yes; Harry Tho-

mas has suggested that developers not be given high tax abatements when they do not support the lo-

cal community (or leave like Safeway); hthomas@dccouncil.us; his cell is 202-439-5103; legislative con-

ference calls take place with HT as well; he also ahs DC Speaks Town Hall meetings; hand held devices 

give immediate feedback; HT said he does not know of any other neighborhood that has someone like 

Michael Henderson who takes real time minutes and posts them online so if you miss a meeting you can 

see what took place; for the seniors BYTE Back provides access as well; resident said he lives on 3rd and V 

and noticed that there are great library facility in NW but not in NE; Councilmember said we are looking 

at several centers that were done wrong to begin with and need to be updated; there is now a great 

ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀǘ aŎYƛƴƭŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΤ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜ Řƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǘ ²ƻƻŘǊƛŘƎŜΤ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

limit yourself to Ward boundaries,  facilities may be close to you but technically in another Ward; Wood-

ridge is part of a 23 acre facility; swimming pool, amphitheatre, dog park coming etc; HT rec was built 

wrong ς has no gym!; pool is open 3 months; he lifted up the Reclaim the Dream next Saturday August 

28th; at Dunbar High School 11 am rally, march 1 pm 



Kelly Pack Metropolitan Branch Bike Trail ς asked for show of 

hands of folks who have been on trail (several had); mural be-

hind DC Prep; looking at Eckington area now; will do a pilot pro-

gram for signage; she showed some mockups of sign designs; 

she had a questionnaire of which buildings would be good to 

place on the sign and also which colors would be good; looking 

to install signs in September/October; Coca Cola is funding a lot 

of this. Then if this goes well she will move on to Edgewood 

Signage etc; one person said capital should; Michael Henderson 

said he would like to see shots of the beautiful row houses in Eckington and the Basilica; there was dis-

cussion about safety on the trail as well 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Meeting notes provided by Michael J. Henderson 

Not official meeting minutes 
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